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Program Milestones Checklist 
Name 

Master’s Proposal: 1st Year 
Date  Form               Approved 

March 1 Petition to Defer Master’s Proposal Defense (special circumstances)  □  

March 15 Master’s Proposal Defense Timeline Form      □ 

April 1  Master’s Proposal Defense Approval Form      □ 
 
Master’s Thesis: 2nd Year 
Date  Form               Approved 

March 1 Petition to Defer Master’s Thesis Defense (special circumstances)  □ 
March 15 Master’s Thesis Defense Timeline Form       □ 

April 1  Master’s Thesis Defense Approval Form       □ 
 
Comprehensive Exams: Following 3rd Year 
Date     Component                     Passed          

Mon and Tues of 3rd week in June Written Comprehensive Exams    □  

First Monday after July 4  Oral Comprehensive Exam    □ 
October 1    Specialty Exam      □ 

November 1    Turn in Comprehensive Exams Form   □ 
 
Dissertation Proposal: 4th Year 
Date  Form               Approved 

March 1 Petition to Defer Dissertation Proposal Defense (special circumstances)  □  

March 15 Dissertation Proposal Defense Timeline Form      □ 

April 1  Dissertation Proposal Defense Approval Form      □ 
 
Dissertation Defense: 4th or 5th Year 
Date  Form               Approved 

March 1 Petition to Defer Dissertation Thesis Defense (special circumstances)  □ 
March 15 Dissertation Defense Timeline Form       □ 

April 1  Dissertation Defense Approval Form       □ 
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